Don't Be a Stinky Sheep

2 Corinthians 2:14-17
Introduction: Did you notice anything unusual when you came into the sanctuary this morning? It smells great in here. Reminds you of freshly baked cookies? There is a reason for that...I baked some cookies for you all today. I know that smell is probably making you hungry, right? The bad news is you don't get the cookie until you leave today. WHAT?
That is right...I want you to sit here and suffer. "Preacher, you better preach fast!" Seriously, I don't want you to suffer...but I do want you to take a good whiff of those cookies and be transported to another time and place. Are you reminded of something...or of someone? I am.
I am reminded of my Grandma Sliger. I wish my kids would have had the privilege of meeting her. She lived in a trailer in our backyard. I spent many an afternoon on her couch, watching cartoons after school. On some of those afternoons, I would open the door of her house and immediately, I was hit with the aroma of freshly baked cookies. I don't care what any of you all think either - my grandma was a champion cookie baker. Her made from scratch chocolate chip cookies were so good, they would make all of your grandma's cookies cry.

Even today, when I smell freshly baked cookies, I am reminded of her cookie baking days. Fragrance is a powerful trigger, isn't it? It can take you to a different place and time. It can remind you of someone else. 
As believers in Jesus Christ, we exude a different kind of aroma to the world. Hopefully, it is an attractive aroma that points people to our great Shepherd, Jesus Christ. We wouldn't want to be stinky sheep, now would we?

I want to share with you today four suggestions that will keep you from being a stinky sheep. If you follow these four suggestions for living, I believe you will give off the pleasing fragrance of Christ wherever you go.
I. LEARN TO THANK GOD IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES (v. 12-14)
a. Paul wrote this letter while things were at a spiritual low point in his ministry

i. He was deeply concerned over the spiritual situation in the Corinthian church - which was the occasion for him writing the first letter to the Corinthians (vv. 2:1-3)
ii. Paul had sent Titus with this difficult letter to the Corinthian church and had planned to rendezvous with Titus in Troas after he completed the task.
iii. However, when he arrived at Troas, Titus was missing in action and he had no idea whether his letter ever reached Corinth. Paul had no peace of mind.
iv. In spite of an open door to preach in Troas, Paul had to leave and go to Macedonia. (Where he finally found Titus, by the way)

v. Upon arrival at Macedonia, Paul said..."For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within." (2 Cor. 7:5)
b. In the midst of thinking about all this difficulty, Paul wrote something you would not have expected... v. 14, "But thanks be to God..." In other words, He broke out in praise to His Lord and Savior Jesus! 
c. How is that even possible? In the midst of pain and disappointment, nonetheless. It is possible when you take your eyes off of your circumstances and fix your eyes upon the One who is worthy of praise regardless of the circumstances.

d. What a powerful witness to the world - a sweet fragrance - when Christians live with thankful hearts in spite of the fact that their world is crashing down around them.

II. LIVE THE VICTORY THAT GOD GAVE YOU THROUGH CHRIST (v. 14)
a. Paul continues his praise fest by reminding himself and his readers that Christ ALWAYS leads us in a triumphal victory procession - a ticker-tape parade if you will - With Jesus being the Victorious General.

i. The image Paul had in mind here was the image of a Roman General who had scored a major victory over his enemies. A general who had killed over 5,000 of his enemies in battle was granted the great privilege of being honored with a victory procession

ii. The city and the parade route would be prepared and decorated with flowers and laurel wreaths. The General would be driven around in a golden chariot at the head of the parade where his family or some of his closest advisors might be permitted to ride with him.

iii. His army would follow behind him celebrating in the victory. Also, many of the spoils of war would be on display including enemy captives, who were bound and forced to march with the victors.
b. Has not our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ won the victory? Has he not defeated the enemies of death and hell and Satan himself by the cross and resurrection? Has he not freed us from captivity, from the forces of darkness, so that we now may march victoriously as the Army of Light? 
c. "For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith." 1 John 5:4
d. We have already been given the victory through Christ. Why then do so many live their lives as if they were losers? We don't have to struggle and fight to gain victory in our lives...we operate from a position of victory in Christ!

i. Through Christ, we have victory over death and eternal hell and a salvation that has been bought and paid for by Christ.
ii. Through Christ, we have victory over the sin that so easily ensnares us. Truthfully, the only control that sin has over your life now is what you allow.
iii. Through Christ, we have victory over Satan himself because he no longer has any authority over us.
e. How sweet is the fragrance of a Christian who lives the victorious life that Christ intended for them before a watching world! Through us, the fragrance of the knowledge of Christ spreads everywhere.
III. LEAVE THE AROMA OF JESUS BEHIND YOU WHEREVER YOU GO (vv. 15-16)
a. In those victory processions, incense bearers would often go before and with the parades burning sweet smelling incense along the parade route. It would permeate the air and the parade participants garments.
i. Hence, "The sweet smell of victory."

ii. To the victors, and those who benefitted from the victory, the smell was a pleasing aroma. It reminded them of a secure and safe future.
iii. But to the defeated - particularly those who had been taken captive - the smell was one of death. Some of them would be summarily executed and others would have to fight beasts in the Circus Maximus for the entertainment of the crowds.

b. To those who are being saved through our verbal and visual gospel witness, we leave behind the sweet smell of Our Savior, Jesus Christ. (Illus. Usually, most shepherds smell like the flock of sheep they tend. But when you follow the great Shepherd, you begin to smell like the Shepherd!)

c. To those who are perishing, the fragrance our lives leaves behind is a reminder of their future and of the thing that they despise the most, which is Christ. I know this may be a troubling concept to grasp here, but God uses believers, not only to spread the message of salvation and hope, but also, God uses us for judgment too.

d. The only way you and I can leave behind the aroma of Jesus is to stay close to the Shepherd. If we stray from his side, we will start to stink of the world. Don't be a stinky sheep! That leads me to my final point...
IV. LEAD A LIFE OF SINCERITY AND INTEGRITY (v. 17)
a. Paul was constantly being plagued by false teachers infiltrating the church and by people who were preaching the gospel with the wrong motives or for personal profit. 

b. He referred to them here as peddlers of God's Word. (A peddler was someone considered to be less than honest in his dealings - someone who might water down the wine he was selling or use a rigged scale)

c. Paul and his fellow workers operated with sincere and honest motives - as those who were commissioned by God for a task.

d. Nothing makes a sheep smelly like a lack of personal integrity and sincerity. Do you follow Christ with the wrong motives? Do you worship him simply because He is worthy of worship? or is it because you profit from following him? Is your profession for faith, genuine? Or do you worship Christ with your lips but your heart is far from Him?
e. Notice, Paul talked about how his ministry was "In the sight of God." He understood that there would be a day in which he would give an account to God for his stewardship. A day of reckoning is coming for all of us folks...will you be ashamed on that day, or will you hear the master say, "well done, good and faithful servant."
